
NOTICE 

This Murphy Map has been prepared as a research tool only. Any 
and/or all information herein shall be verified by such avenues 
such as title searches or items of public record. Indian River 
County provides no warrant, expressed or implied, as to the 
correctness, accuracy, reliability, completeness, usefulness, 
and/or timelines of information or links herein. Proceeding further 
constitutes acceptance of this disclaimer. 



THE MURPHY ACT 
 
 

From Will Collins 
County Attorney 
Indian River County 
 
 
In the 1930’s, during the depression, large acreages of land vested in the State 
of Florida due to unpaid taxes.  Title was vested in the Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust (that is the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the 
Board of Trustees).  In 1937 the State Legislature passed Chapter 18296, Laws 
of Florida, 1937 (often referred to as the Murphy Act) which required that 
whenever the Board of Trustees sold these lands acquired for unpaid taxes, 
they must retain certain oil and mineral interests as well as a reservation of 
right-of-way 100 feet on either side of the centerline of any state road.  
Thousands of deeds were issued with the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Trust Fund as grantor subsequent to the 1930’s.  Virtually all of 
these deeds (along with reserving certain oil and mineral rights) reserved unto 
the State of Florida 100 feet of right-of-way on each side of the centerline of any 
state road existing on the date of the deed. 
 
Many roads under the jurisdiction of the State in the 1930’s, 1940’s, 1950’s, 
1960’s, etc. have been transferred to County jurisdiction.  As successor in 
interest to the jurisdiction over these roadways, the County was also successor 
to the reservation of the Murphy Deed road right-of-ways. 
 
The Supreme Court of Florida in the case of Laird vs. The State Department of 
Transportation, 465 So.2d 486 determined that a state road existed when 
designated by the Legislature.  The State Legislature periodically designated 
and established certain highways.  Such designations of state roads were made 
in 1931, 1941 and 1955. 
 
If land was put back onto the tax roll by a “Murphy Deed” from the State, those 
deeds contained the reservations of road right-of-way.  Certain of the tracts of 
land conveyed by the State (but not all) would be within 100 feet of roads 
designated as state highways.  Now, when the County is undertaking road-
widening projects, it knows that certain properties have Murphy Deeds in the 
chain of title, and purchase of the property is not required since the road right-
of-way easement is reserved in the Murphy Deed 
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SURVEYOR’S REPORT 
OVERVIEW OF THE MURPHY ACT 
RESERVATION AND RELEASE MAP 
 
The Murphy Act Reservation and Release Map depicts the 
boundaries of the Murphy Act State Road Reservations and 
subsequent releases located within Indian River County. The purpose 
of the map is to identify those properties affected by Murphy Act 
reservations or releases. This map does not represent a survey of the 
Murphy Act reservations or releases. 
 

HOW MURPHY ACT RESERVATIONS AND 
RELEASES WERE CREATED 
 
Murphy Act reservations were created as 100-foot wide reservations 
lying on either side of the centerline of state designated roads. The 
reservations are based on the location of the centerline of the road at 
the time of reservation. Additionally, reservations occurring after 1944 
were only applicable to roads lying outside of a municipal boundary. 
 
There are eight authorizing acts: 
 

1. Chapter 20276 (1939 Laws of Florida) 
2. Chapter 20326 (1941 Laws of Florida) 
3. Chapter 20593 (1941 Laws of Florida) 
4. Chapter 23836 (1947 Laws of Florida) 
5. Chapter 23839 (1947 Laws of Florida) 
6. Chapter 23843 (1947 Laws of Florida) 
7. Chapter 23843 (1949 Laws of Florida) 
8. Chapter 25073 (1949 Laws of Florida) 

 
The language creating the reservations was placed in state land 
deeds following the passage of the first authorizing act in 1939.  
 
As land affected by reservations was bought and sold, land owners 
requested that the road reservations on their land be released by the 
State. In many cases releases were granted by the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund (TIITF).  
 
The reservation language appeared on many deeds for land that was 
not adjacent to state designated roads. The reservations had no real 
affect on these parcels. To remove the reservation as a title concern 
many owners of these parcels petitioned for and were granted 
releases. This created releases where no real reservation existed. 
 

SOURCE DATA USED TO CREATE THE MAP 
 
Source of Murphy Act Reservations 
 
Murphy Act reservations identified in the report titled “State 

Designated Roads and Applicable Murphy Act Road Reservations for 
Indian River County, Florida,” dated March 15, 1995 and revised on 
November 1, 1997, by Atlantic Coastal Title Corporation (ACTC) are 
depicted on the map. The ACTC report contains abbreviated property 
descriptions of the land affected by each reservation. The abbreviated 
descriptions were used to map the road reservations. 
 
Centerlines Used for Mapping Reservations 
 
Indian River County provided information on the location of historic 
centerlines for many of the roads within the County. Where available 
this historic information was used to position the road centerlines. For 
roads where this information was not available, the centerline of the 
existing pavement was digitized from digital aerial photography 
provided by the County. 
 
Reservations in Municipalities Not Mapped 
 
Reservations that occurred after 1944 are exempt from the Murphy 
Act if, at the time of the reservation, they fall within a municipal 
boundary. Reservations that occurred after 1944 that fall within one of 
the County’s four municipalities are not mapped. 
 
Municipal boundaries shown on the map were provided by the 
County. 
 
Source of Releases of Reservations 
 
The boundaries of release documents provided by Indian River 
County are shown on the map. 
 
Base Map Used to Create Reservation and Release Map 
 
The Indian River County Property Appraiser’s digital parcel map was 
used as the base map for the reservation and release map. The 
locations of land parcels, roads, canals, Public Land Survey System 
lines and other cadastral features shown on the reservation and 
release map were created by the Indian River County Property 
Appraiser. Nick Miller, Inc. did not verify the data provided by the 
Property Appraiser.  
 
The Property Appraiser provided the digital parcel map to Nick Miller, 
Inc. on September 5, 2001. The spatial accuracy of the reservation 
and release locations is equivalent to the spatial accuracy of the 
Property Appraiser’s digital parcel map. 
 
Following is the coordinate system used for both the base map and 
the reservation and release map: 
 
 Coordinate System:  State Plane Coordinate System of  
    1983 
 Zone:   Florida East Zone 
 Linear Unit:   US Survey Foot 
 Datum:   North American Datum of 1983 

DATA STRUCTURE 
 
Data Structure of Reservations 
 
Each reservation was created as an AutoCAD block with attributes. 
To facilitate documentation of the reservations, the following attributes 
are assigned to each reservation block: 
 

• TIITF Deed Number 
• Deed Book Number of the Murphy Reservation 
• Deed Book Page Number of the Murphy Reservation 
• Date of Reservation Deed 
• Depth of the Reservation 

 
The reservations are also provided to the County in ESRI’s Shapefile 
format. 
 
Data Structure of Releases 
 
Each release was created as an AutoCAD block with attributes. To 
facilitate documentation of the releases, the following attributes are 
assigned to each release block: 
 

• TIITF Deed Number 
• Date of Release Deed 
• Depth of the Release 

 
The releases are also provided to the County in ESRI’s Shapefile 
format. 
 

PREPARER 
 
This map was prepared for the Indian River County Board of County 
Commissioners by Nick Miller, Inc. 
 

 
 
 
 
2560 RCA Blvd, Suite 105 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 
Phone: (561) 627-5200 
Fax: (561) 627-0983 
Internet: www.nickmillerinc.com 
DBPR Authorization Number: LB 4318 
 

 

Date: November 26, 2003   

   Stephen M. Gordon, President 
Professional Surveyor & Mapper 
Certificate No. 5974 
State of Florida 
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